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WATCHING

AGAINST EVIL
Psalm 39:1.

TALK.

Thus I resolved before the Lord,
Now will I watch my tongue,
Lest I let slip some sinful word,
Or do my neighbor wrong.
And if I'm e'er constrain'd to stay
With men of lives profane,
I'll set a double guard that day,
Nor let my talk be vain.

:-a

I'll scarce allow my lips to speak
The pious thoughts I feel,
Lest scoffers should the occasion take
To mock my holy zeal.
Yet if some proper hour appear,
I'll not be overaw'd
But let the scoffing sinners hear
That I can speak for God.

-Sel.
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PRAYER A MIGHTY FORCE

VISITOR

HIGHER CRITICISM AND HEART
TROUBLE

Prayer has divided seas, rolled up
flowing rivers, made flinty rocks gush
into fountains, quenched flames of
fire, muzzled lions, disarmed vipers
and poisons, marshalled the stars
against the wicked, stopped the
course of the moon, arrested the rapid sun in its great race, burst open
iron gates, recalled souls from eternity conquered the strongest devils,
commanded legions of angels down
from heaven. Prayer has bridled
and changed the raging passions of
man, and destroyed vast armies of
the proud, daring blustering atheists.
Prayer has brought one man from
the bottom of the sea, and carried
another in a chariot to heaven;
What has not prayer done?

The supposed head trouble that the
old theology seems now to be giving
in the fashionable schools of theology
represents a misreference of misery.
It is heart trouble. Physicians can
interpret the analogy by the fact that
a serious functional disease will make
a man declare that he has a pain in
his big toe, or somewhere on the surface of his skin, when his doctor
knows that his mind has misreferred
a pain that registers itself in one of
his vital organs. A clean heart, baptized with the Spirit, has never failed
to cure theological head trouble,
which proves that there is no such a
disease as theological head trouble;
that it is only a symptom of that
deeper trouble that full salvation forever settles. A holiness revival imTHE SAVIOUR'S HUMILITY.
proves upon a "fundamental" conference as a cure for bad theological
"Christ Jesus,—emptied Himself"
conditions, just as an improved digesHe humbled himself—even unto tion and liver is better than cosmetics
death."
to clear up the surface of the skin
and beautify the complexion.—Sel.
How utterly the Crucified lost
sight of self. He emptied Himself
LOVE FEASTS
of all that heaven held to come to
earth, and then emptied Himself of
Ohio
all the earth had left Him, for the
sake of Love's divine mission. Who
Sippo Church, Ohio, June 20.
was ever so poor as He. He had nothThere will be a love feast at Valley
ing but a stable to be born in, nothing Chapel, Canton, Ohio, on June 13, 14, 1925.
but a manger to be laid in. He had A cordial invitation is extended to all connot so much as a place where to rest ference attendants to attend on their way
His head; even His cross was not His home.
Michigan
own, and His' grave belonged to another. It is pathetically written that,
June 13-14
to the traitor He left His purse—to Merrill
Gladwin
June 20-21
the soldiers, His robe; to the beloved
On Monday, June 15, following the Merdisciple, His mother! to the dying rill Love Feast, the Michigan State Council
thief, His promise of paradise; to the will convene at that place and on Sunday
penitent Peter, His pardon; to of the Gladwin love feast, June 21, D. V. we
His Father, His last breath and de- expect to have with us Bishop W. H. Boyparting spirit, and to His followers, er from Dayton, Ohio, to assist in the dedication of the new church, recently built
His peace. Naked He came into this at that place. A cordial invitation is exworld; while here He got nothing, tended to all to be with us during any or
naked He went the way to the tomb. all of these services.
Dd you wish to follow Him? Count
Pennsylvania
the cost; for along that way self
must be left behind, to walk with
Graterford lovefeast June 27th and 28th.
Him."
All welcome.
A. T. Pierson.

Man's security is the
portunity.—Sel.

devil's op-

Canada
Wainfleet, June 13-14.
Waterloo, June 20-21.
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Lovefeast, Martinsburg, Blair county,
Pa., June 13, 14. A hearty invitation is
extended to all to attend.

'LET IT PASS.
Be not swift to take offense;
Let it pass.
Anger is a foe to sense;
Let it pass.
Brood not darkly over wrong
Which will disappear ere long;
Rather sing this cheery song;
"Let it pass."
Strife corrodes the purest mind;
Let it pass.
As the unregarded wind;
Let it pass.
Any heartless souls that live
May condemn without reprieve;
'Tis the noble who forgive,
. Let it pass. Let it pass.
Echo not an angry word;
Let it pass.
Think how often you have erred;
Let it pass.
Since our joys must pass away
Like the dew-drops on the spray
Wherefore shall our sorrows stay ?
Let it pass. Let it pass.
If for good you're taken ill.
Let it pass.
Oh, be kind and gentle still;
Let it pass.
Time at last makes all things straight
And our triumph shall be great;
Let it pass. Let it pass.
Bid your anger to depart.
Let it pass.
Lay these homely words to heart.
Let it pass.
Follow not the giddy throng,
Better to be wronged than wrong,
Therefore sing this cheery song:
Let it pass. Let it pass.
—Sel. by C. J. Carlson.
It is not so easy a matter as the
world takes it, to bring God and the
soul together by trusting on Him. It
must be effected by the mighty power
of God, raising up the soul to Himself, to lay hold upon the glorious
power, goodness, and other excellencies that are in Him, Ephesians 1:19.
20.—Sibbes.
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"HE LOVED US."
"Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins."
"He loved us." Three words, but
what weight of meaning! He, who is
infinitely holy and cannot endure iniquity—"He loved us;" He, whose
glory is the astonishment of the
greatest of intelligent beings—"He
loved us." He, whom the heaven of
heavens cannot contain "loved us."
He who is God all-sufficient, and
needs nothing of us, neither can indeed receive anything at our hands—
"He loved us." What joy lies sleeping here! Oh, that we could wake it
up! What hope, too, for hopeless sinners, because "God loved us!" If a
man could know that he was loved of
all his fellow men, if he could have it
for certain that he was loved by all
the angels, doted on by cherubim and
seraphim, yet these were but so many
drops, and all put together could not
compare with the main ocean contained in the fact that "God loved
us."
"He loved us." I do not think that
the Apostle is here so much speaking
of God's special love to His own elect
as of His love to men in general. He
saw our race ruined in the Fall, and
He could not bear that man should be
destroyed. Lord, what is man that
Thou dost visit him in love? Yet He
did so visit him. The Lord's love
made Him lament man's revolt, and
cry, "I have nourished and brought
up children, and they have rebelled
against me;" whereupon He bade
Heaven and earth witness to His
grief. He saw that sin had brought
men into wretchedness and misery,
and would destroy them forever; and
He would not have it so. He loved
them with the love of pity, with the
love of sweet and strong benevolence,
and He declared it with an oath: "As
I live, saith the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his
way and live." "Herein is love." But
if you and I be reconciled to God, we
can lay the emphasis, each one for
himself, upon this word love, and
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holy, spiritual life could be found in
your entire being, yet He loved you
and sent His Son that you might, live
through Him. Moreover, He loved
It is not enough that He pitied us, us- when we were steeped in sin.
or spared us, or helped ,us; but "He Does not this Word tell us so? For
loved us." It has often made me rise He sent His Son to be the propitiation
from my seat to think that God loves for our sins, and this implies that
me! I could not sit still and hear the we needed to be reconciled. Our rightthrilling truth. Such knowledge is eous Judge was angry with us; His
too wonderful for me; it is high, I righteous wrath smoked against our
cannot attain unto it. It is sweet to evil, and yet, even then, "He loved
be loved even by a dog; it is sweet to. us." He was wroth with us as a Judge
be loved by a friend; it is sweet to be but yet He loved us; He was deterloved by God's people; but, Oh! to be mined to punish, and yet resolved to
loved of God, and to know it!—this is save.
paradise.
Who among us can measure this
"He loved us"—"us"—the most inunfathomable love? "Herein is love,"
significant of beings! . . . "All
that God freely, out of the spontanthe inhabitants of the earth are reeous motion of His own heart should
puted as nothing." . . . What is
love us. This is the argument for
the population of this world comparlove; this is the inexhaustible founed to the universe ? I suppose that all
tain out of which all love must come.
the stars which we see at night, all
If we desire love, may we come and
the countless worlds within our range
fill our vessels here and bear it out
of vision, are but as a little dust in
to others. Love springing from our
a lone corner of God's great house.
own bosoms is flat, feeble, and scant;
The whole solar system, and all the
but the love of God is a great deep,
systems of worlds we have ever
forever fresh and full and flowing.
thought of, are but as a drop of a
Here are those springs of the sea of
bucket compared with the boundless
which we spake: "Herein is love!"
sea of creation; and even that is as
—Selected.
nothing compared to the infinite God;
and yet "He loved us"-—the insignificant creatures of an hour. What
How is it that this Galilean peasis more, He loved us though in our in- ant surpasses every human intellect
significance we dared to rebel against in the grasp of truth? How can He
Him. Ridiculous rebellion! Had He save men as no one else has done?
but glanced at us and annihilated us, How does He in perfection of characit would have been as much as we ter stand absolutely alone? To me
could merit at His hands; but to it is entirely impossible to account
think that He should love us—love for Jesus on merely human grounds.
us, mark you, when we were in re- He came not from Galilee but from
bellion against Him—this is marvel- God; He was not a product of the
ous!
race but the gift of God to the race;
He
was not only the son of man but
"In this was manifested the love of
Immanuel—God
with us. The answer
God toward us, because that God sent
I
give
is
that
He
is the everlasting
his only begotten Son into the world,
Son
of
the
Father
and
that answer is
that we might live through him."
as
satisfying
as
it
is
true.—J. D.
Then we were dead, dead to all goodJones.
ness, or thought or power of goodness, criminals shut up in the condemned cell; and yet God loved us
Remember, "In due season," not at
with a great love even when we were the time you would think the best
dead in trespasses and sins. Child of time and the most suitable time, but
God, God's love to you today is won- at the Lord's time, which is always
derful; but think of His love to you the best time. This is the due seawhen you were far gone in rebellion son, and in the due season we shall
against Him. When not a throb of reap if we faint not.—George Muller.
view it as special, effectual, electing
love. Let each believer say, "He loved us!"

.
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CONTRIBUTIONS
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM
"Tekel"—Dan. 5:27
"Weighed and found wanting.'*
No man can escape the Judgment of God. The wisest of earthly kings recognized the goodness of the Justice and the Judgment of Jehova. He knew the common
trend of human hearts and gave warning in the exhortation: "Rejoice, O young man in thy youth, and let thy
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes:
but know thou, that for all these things, God will bring
thee into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from thy
heart, and put away evil from thy flesh, for childhood
and youth are vanity"—(soon pass away). "Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth while the evil
days (have) come not, (yet) nor the years draw nigh
when thou shalt say: I have no pleasure."
These phrases express a forecast view of an old life
spent in sinful habits for which the wages are sorrow and
death. And again he sayeth: "I counsel thee to keep the
King's commandment, and that (is) in regard of the
oath of God. Whoso keepeth the commandment shall
feel no evil thing: a wise man's heart discerneth
both time and judgment."
With these words of wisdom we connect the words
of Isaiah: "Wherefore hear the words of the Lord, ye
scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem:
Because ye have said, "We have made a covenant with
death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto
us: for we have made lies our refuge and under falsehood
have we hid ourselves."
Therefore, thus sayeth the Lord God, "Behold, I lay
in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall
not make haste. Judgment also will I lay to the line, and
righteousness to the plumet: and the hail shall sweep
away the 'refuge of lies,' and the waters shall overflow
the hiding place,. And your covenant with death shall
be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not
stand; when the overflowing scourage shall pass through,
then ye shall be trodden down by it."
And here let us read in I Pet. 4:17, "For the time is
come that judgment must begin at the house of God, and
if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that
obey not the Gospel of God ? For if the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of
God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in welldoing, as unto a faithful Creator."
As Orthodox Christian Evangelists, we recognize in
the signs of the times the indexes that point to a crisis
—a world crisis.
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Statesmen on every continent, and preachers in every denomination throughout the world have their 'ear
on the ground' observing the underrumblings of the social life of all mankind. We ought to give heed for they
have no uncertain sound.
The life, not the law, is the controling factor of a
people. Constitutional Law is enacted to safeguard the
life. That law is powerless. The character of the Executive Life interprets the force value of law and renders it
accordingly. Then, so much depends upon this forcevalue, its conception and its inception in the heart of national life. Life precedents custom. Executive interpretation seeks precedent. Thus life begets law. A supreme Judiciary interprets the constitutionality of that
law.
Of the making of law there is no end, and the interpretation of them continues. In the cycles of time,
as the character of the life of a people changes, statutes
are lost—forgotten.
In evidence of this recognized crisis, we pause to interrogate the American Statesmen as to the significance
of the cry ringing from the hills and from the plains:
"Back to the Constitution!" and the International Statesmen, of the phrase: "We are drifting we know not
where!" and the Ecclesiastical Leadership of the wide
world of the exhortation: "Back to the Cross!" "Back
to the faith of our fathers!"
Just a few years ago, the man who expressed his
sense of alarm at the political, and social trend away from
the reverence for God and His Word, was called 'a fanat i c ' Today his words are as brass—'sounding brass.'
Since the observer finds the world drifting, so rapidly drifting into Lloyd George's "we know not where," and
at a rate accelerated each day to roll onward on tossing
waves of maddening seas, we find ourselves facing the
question of anchorage in the storm of the awfullest century of the ages: a fulfillment of the warnings of our
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Spurgeon, Talmage, Fester and McCafe. And did not the Christ tell us, as Luke
records it, ch. 21, vs. 25, 26: "Upon the earth distress of
nations with perplexity, men's hearts failing them for
fear and for looking after those things, which are coming on the earth."
In evidence of our statesmen's recognition of the
condition, we quote Mr. Woodrow Wilson's timely clarion
notes: "In these dreadful and anxious days, when all the
world is at unrest and looking which way you will, the
road ahead seems darkened by shadows which portend
dangers of many kinds, it is only common prudence that
we should look about us and attempt to assess the causes
of distress and the most likely means of removing them."
In his analysis of the state of American life he appeals for a better understanding between the rich and
the poor, saying: "The real ground of universal unrest
lies deep at the sources of the spiritual life of our time
and leads to revolution. The lack of reverence for God
has turned blessing into cursing; the wealth of the world
does not do honor and praise to the Giver of All Good in
blessing mankind. The supreme task which is nothing
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less than the salvation of our civilization now faces democracy insistent, imperative. The road that leads
away from revolution is clearly marked, for it is defined
in the nature of men and of organized society. The sum
of the whole matter is this. That our civilization cannot
survive materially, unless it is redeemed spiritually. Here
is the final challenge to our churches, to our political organizations, to our capitalists, to every one who fears
God and loves his country."
These are not mere rhetoricals of literary merit.
They repeat the sense longing of anxious hearts of multitudes, who run 'to and fro,' on every continent seeking
if peace and rest may be found. The spirit of the age
measures every worth in gold.
In Vice-President Marshall's "Mission Before Pay"
he says: "The inquiry 'will it pay' has well nigh become
universal." He quotes 'a great divine.': "No man ought
to preach the Gospel who is not thoroughly saturated
with his sense of duty." He points out that "there is a
shortage in the clergy," that it is said that—"Young men
do not hear the call. Their eyes are so focused on pleasure that their ears have ceased to respond. God is calling
as loudly as He ever did for the right kind of young men
to preach His Gospel, and to do His work, but the call
seems futile unless He announces what He is to pay for
these services." He says: "Endowment to assure comforts for the aged ministry is very laudable—but endowment should be for men who have made the world better not as an inducement for young men to enter the
ministry. The Church should reward service done and
not offer prizes for 'nickle-plated' consecration."
The Church must recognize her great responsibilities in the causes leading to this crisis of the age. A
greater need is evident, for stalwart young men and women in our Gospel Mission Work both home and foreign.
Those loyal to Orthodox Christianity should rejoice and
take courage as does Mr. Bryan, whose "Prince of Peace"
has not fallen as empty shells, as some would have us
think, but is held in the treasury of many hearts as apples of gold in net work of, silver, giving inspiration and
hope in the early reign of The Prince of Peace.
With the social and political problems threatening
and breaking chaos upon society, comes, stealthily, the
teachings of infidelity in the guise of "Higher Learning,"
"Higher Criticism," "Theistic," "Evolution." And these
have not only found place in public schools, but also in
many of our church schools, and pulpits. They run with
wild enthusiasm altho they rest in most part on no base
of proof but on theory.
Here I quote recent utterances given by some of our
most responsible representatives who presume, as thinkers, to lead the rising generation in the studies that shall
build the life character of our national life for the twentieth century. These contrasted ideas and ideals indicate
that societies represented by these men, are not entirely
subdued by the spirit of Anti-christ of which Jesus warned the early church, and indicate that there is an abiding
Faith in the remnant of the people of God.
George Elliott, editor of Methodist Review says:
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"John Wesley was a pre-darwinian evolutionist." But, I
ask, what part had that to do in the teachings which laid
the foundations of Methodism: which were 'Holiness Unto The Lord?"
W. D. Shermerhorn preaching recently in the First
M. E. Church, Evanston, III, on the subject: "The Faith
of Our Youth, Is It Being Strengthened or Shattered In
Our Colleges?" said: "A person cannot believe simply
what he prefers to believe, but what the facts warrant.
The question of the college student is that of being honest in his mental life. It sometimes requires great courage for a student to be mentally honest even in spite of
his parents, but it is his only way to freedom. A young
man who studies Geology in the colleges cannot believe
that the old world was created in six days and nights of
twenty-four hours each. To the college student who has
studied the history of the races and languages, the Bible story of the Confusion of Tongues at the building of
Babel, is not a sufficient explanation. One who has
studied Biology must become something of an evolutionist, even though there are various kinds of evolutionists."
This Mr. Shermerhorn warns "parents, who hold traditional beliefs, of treating their children in college with
suspicion as to their faith simply because they have
reached a more liberal conclusion."
On this point he says. "It sometimes happens that
ministers who have not had college training will treat
with suspicion, a student home on a vacation or to live
after graduation, and not utilize his services in the
church." Then he says: "A preacher dogmatizing in
science of which he knows little and a teacher dogmatizing in religion of which he knows less are equally pitiable." His base is clear, by his admission. Then, I ask
how do you teach the Bible, and Science, that 'the Faith
of our youth be strengthened' ?"
In contrast with this leader in Methodism, I quote
Elder Wedderspoon, St. James M. E. Church, Chicago,
who says: "The teachings of Evolution and Higher Criticism are unproven modernities." In references to Bob
Ingersoll's, "Solemn faced ministers hooting the same
old hoot" he said: "It is a wonderful old hoot. May it
never grow faint. Why shouldn't we stick to the established, tested, tried road of Faith."
Geo. R. Grose, president of DePauw University, in
his "Present Tendencies of Religion" denounced the 'too
much attention to organization and not enough to the
spirituality of religion and the social Gospel.'
In the January, 1923, "Kings Business" in his "God
Will Preserve Himself a Church" Bob Shuler, pastor of
Trinity M. E. Church, Los Angeles, said: "My prediction
is that not a generation remains between this day and
the formation of a mighty body of believers, call it
the Fundamentalist or what you please. They are ready
to break with all denominations, they will not abide the
presence of that foe who would cut The Old Bible in
shreds, depose Jesus Christ from His Throne of Deity,
and rob the heart of man of that mighty change known
as "The New Birth" taught by our fathers whose eyes
(Continued on page 16.)

.

EVANGELICAL

Page Six

tremble at the last and accountable
day. Then it will be too late.
Heaven is a holy place, full of glory
At this last Easter time, my mind
and of grace;
was filled with serious thoughts. To
Sin can never enter there:
see the mad rush for Easter bonnets.
All within its gates are pure, from A craze for a new hat or bonnet, but
defilement kept secure,
I fear very little thought of the sufSin can never enter there.
ferings of Christ, as the glorious resurrection of a Saviour—how very
The other night while seeming to sad.
be asleep, I saw the beauty of heaven,
I rejoice to-day that I let Jesus
and oh, I thought is it not worth come into my heart over fifty years
while to bear the trials of this life, ago. He has been a dear, true friend
the afflictions, sorrows, and disap- to me. I am thankful too for many
pointments, patiently! Yea and re- kind loving friends, both far and
joice in them if we can only gain an near, that bring and send me many
entrance into that place of rest, and remembrances, good books, flowers,
enjoy it with our blessed Jesus, and oranges, candies, etc., that I really
loved ones that have gone before feel I am petted and blessed above
throughout the eternal ages.
what I deserve, I ask God's blessings
I was so delighted with the view of on all that have remembered me so
heaven I awoke up singing the above kindly, and I ask an interest in your
verse; that view of holy heaven has prayers that my faith and trust in
awakened a stronger desire within God may increase.
my soul to strive more earnestly than
Before I close this article, I wish to
ever before to gain an entrance there.
refer to the article in the April 13th
Oh, how I must watch and pray to
number of the Visitor written by Bro.
be kept pure, as nothing unholy shall
P. J. Wiebe on Reverence for the
enter therein.
House of God. I have often felt sad
The great revelator had a wonder- and ashamed the way our youths
ful view of that holy city, and how misbehave in God's house. Little tots
thankful we should be that we have can go about with very little noise,
that view on record. Rev. 21 describ- but when it comes to children from
es the beauty of heaven, we read in five to ten years and upwards, it
the 7th verse, "He that overcometh reminds me of what our dear old Bro.
shall inherit all things, and I will be S. Doner used to say, it either proves
his God, and he shall be my son." The the children have not been properly
8th verse tells us of the class of peo- trained at home or else they are very
ple that shall not inherit the kingdom disobedient. I do think there is much
of heaven. "But the fearful, and un- truth in it.
believing, and the abominable, and
May God help us all to reverence
murderers, and whoremongers, and
His sanctuary as no other place.
scorcers, and idolaters, and all liars
Yours in Christ,
shall have their part in the lake
Sr. Sarah M. Taggart.
which burneth with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."
Then we read in Rev. 22:15, "For
SEVEN ASPECTS WITH RELAwithout are dogs, and sorcerers, and
TION TO GOD.
whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
1. Repentance
Acts 2:35
maketh a lie."
Is a change of mind.
When we consider these solemn
A new mind about God.
words, and then see the conditions of
2. Justification.
Acts 13:39
the world at this time, we feel to
Is
a
change
of
state.
weep as well as pray. Oh, that peoA new standing before God.
ple could be awakened to see their
3. Regeneration
Tit. 3:5.
state and standing before God. That
they might tremble now on account
As a new nature.
of their sins that they might not
A new heart from God.
HEAVEN
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Conversion.
Acts 3:19
Is a change of life.
A new life from God.
5. Adaption
Rom. 8:15
Is a change of. family .
A new relationship to God.
6. Sanctification
Rom. 15:16
Is a change of service.
A separation unto God.

7.

Glorification.
Rom. 8:17
A change of place.
A new condition.
What is this new Life?
1. A new creation. Jno. 3:3; I Cor
5:17.
2. What is the Source?
Entirely of God. Jno. 1:12, 13;
Eph. 2:8.
3. What is the Nature?
It is Christ. Gal. 2:20; Col.
1:27.
It is everlasting. Jno. 6:47;
3:36.
4. What is the effect on the believer?
Shall never perish, Jno. 3:15.
Shall never thirst, Jno. 6:14.
Shall live forever, Jno. 6:51.
5. Scriptural Characteristics of a
believer.
This is a threefold calling.
To do good.
To suffer for it.
To take it patiently.
1. To do good, Luke 12:33; Matt.
19:21; II Cor. 6:10; Matt. 16:24;
Acts 4:32-34.
2. To suffer for it. Jno. 15:18-19;
I Jno. 1:1-3; Rom. 8:17; II Tim.
3:12; Phil. 1:29.
3. To take it patiently and get
Peace and Joy, II Cor. 6:10; Jno.
14:27; Luke 1:79; Jno. 16:33;
Luke 2:10.
This is not theoretical, but experimental. Thank the Lord.
Eld. A. L. Eisenhower,
605 Penn St., Pasadena, Cal.
In coming to Christ we lose nothing except our sins, and we are better off without them than with them,
even in this life.
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WHAT RESPONSE MAY WE EXPECT FROM OUR CHILDREN IN
DECISION FOR CHRIST?
"Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of
such is the kingdom of heaven." At
a certain time, in order to settle a
dispute, Jesus called a little child and
set him in their midst, saying, "Except ye be converted and become as
this little child, ye shall not enter the
kingdom of heaven." And again in
his charge to one of his disciples he
said, "Feed my lambs." Centuries
before this the wise man Solomon
said, "Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will
not depart from it." The Bible is not
silent regarding our duties to our
children. It is the will of the Master
that "all should be saved," whether
young or old.
It needs no arguments to convince
the church, theoretically, that early
youth is the strategic opportunity
for" winning the life for Christ and
His kingdom; but plainly enough,
something is needed to arouse the
church to the point where she will
make a practical application of the
conviction to the demand of the hour
of the hundreds of thousands of children and youth standing on the very
threshold of the Kingdom, waiting to
be led through the open door.
Of all meetings or opportunities in
the Church or the world, the most inviting field for winning souls is the
Sabbath School. A larger number of
unconverted souls attend the Bible
School than any other church service.
As a rule the unconverted in the Sabbath School are composed of boys and
girls. These are far likelier to be
won to Christ than any other class.
It seems perfectly natural for children to accept Christ, if they are
properly trained. It is remarkable
how many of the church's great leaders were won to Christ in their childhood, thousands and thousands of
them in their very early years. Indeed more than 70% of all conversions occur before the twentieth year.
On the other hand it is alarming that,
with all our revival services and
special efforts only four out of one
hundred are ever won into the Chris-
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tian life after reaching the age of
twenty-five. It seems to be the deadline. So it is very important that we
stress the salvation of our boys and
girls.
But how can they accept Christ except they be told of Him? What can
we expect from our boys and girls in
their decision for Christ? If we are
careless and negligent in this important matter we may expect little. If on
the other hand, we are faithful in
sowing the good seed, have taught
them the best we know how, prayed
for and with them, we may expect
much. There are certain well-defined
laws concerning the rise of God's
Word in preaching and teaching. If
therefore, there are few conversions
and the harvest in the Sunday School
is not gathered, the responsibility for
failure cannot be with the Lord of
the harvest, but must be with those
who are supposed to be laborers in
His field.
The parents in the home have a
great share in this important work.
It was Horace Bushnell who said,
"The first three years of the life of
a child will determine what sort of a
man he will become." For the most
part these first years are spent in
the home. So the first thing to be
done for the children is to- give him
a home in which there is a religious
spirit and atmosphere. He knows no
reason at first why prayers should be
said, or why the eyes are closed, the
hands clasped, the body bowed in
prayer; or why people move softly
and solemnly in the place of public
worship. But, inasmuch as he is by
nature imitative, he will be lead by
devout example to acquire the habit
of reverence in his own behavior.
Therefore, the reverent behavior
which a child acquires as the result
of devout example at home, on the
Sabbath, in his treatment of the Bible, and his deportment at church insures that this religious sensibilities
will be awakened and properly stimulated at the earliest possible stage of
his growth.
The time soon comes when the
child can be taught some simple
forms of prayer that will help him to
recognize and believe in the unseen
Friend and to seek the care and help

of that Friend in his own life. Even
tho' the child does not fully comprehend what he says, he is thus helped
to begin a communion and fellowship
with God that may become very real
later in life. We believe that a child
should not be taught that God will
surely grant all his petitions, lest
when he learns from experience that
such is not the case he will lose faith
and cease to pray. Let him rather be
taught to leave his petitions with the
Unseen Friend, to be granted or denied as He thinks best.
As soon as the child can see enough
meaning in them to make them interesting to him, he should be taught
the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the great passages in the
Psalms and Prophets, in the sermons
and sayings of Jesus and the letters
of the apostles. A large store of
these great words should be put into
his mind at a time when the verbal
memory is very retentive and he
should be made so familiar with them
that they can never be quite forgotten. As the child's life unfolds and
develops, these sayings will, by the
laws of association be brought back
to him and he will be building his life
upon these great Scripture texts and
they will help him to keep his moral
and religious bearings.
Much more could be said about the
child's home training. In fact the
chief responsibility for the child's
moral and religious education rests
upon the parents in the home. It is
a very serious mistake to leave the
boy or girl untaught at home and depend mainly upon the church. But
it is alarming how comparatively few
children receive any religious instruction in the home, therefore it becomes necessary for the Church to supplement the instruction given in the
home; and in the accomplishing of
this great work, the church's main
dependence is upon the Sunday
School.
The great objective of Sunday
School teaching is, that the scholars
may come to know first of all the Bible story which reveals to them their
own condition without a Saviour; the
presentation of the Bible story and
the mention of Christ in such a way
(Continued on page 9.)
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MARRIAGES
BOVEY-BARNHART
On May 14, 1925, at the home of the officiating minister, Bish. John D. Wingert,
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F. Bovey to Elizabeth Barnhart.

OBITUARIES
HOFFMAN—Lizzie S. Hoffman was born
December 18, 1847, died May 16, 1925, aged
77 years, 4 months and 23 days. She passed
away at the home of John H. Shank in
Maytown, where she resided with her sister
about forty years. Death was due to internal cancer after an illness of one year.
The deceased was born in .Lancaster Co.,
and was the daughter of the late Christian
and Anna Snyder Hoffman. She leaves to
mourn their loss, one sister Mrs. John
Shank of Maytown; three brothers and
three sisters preceded her to the better
world. She lived a Christian life. We do
not mourn, as those who have no hope, for
we believe she is enjoying the realities of
a better world, but she will be missed so
much in the home, church, prayer meeting,
and Sunday School.
She always had a
kind heart and a loving disposition. It was
her greatest delight to do a kind deed for
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others. During the past three weeks, she
was confined to her bed, and she often made
the expression while in bed that she longed
to go home. She welcomed death. Those who
knew her best loved her most.
Funeral services were held May 19, at the
Brethren in Christ Church in Maytown. Interment in Reich's cemetery. Bishop L. O.
Musser, Eld. J. N. Martin and Eld. Abner
Martin officiated. Text: Rev. 14:13.

Church' about thirty years ago, and was a
faithful member ,and loved by every one
who knew her, till she departed from this
life.
She leaves to mourn their loss, one son,
Melvin P. of Hayesville, one brother, Samuel Whisler, of Ashland, and one sister,
Rebecca Whisler, of Mifflin, five grandchildren, and a host of other relatives and
friends.

Dearest auntie, thou has left us,
And we'll miss thee everywhere,
Yet 'tis sweet to know with Jesus
Thou a r t free from every care,
And we would not now recall thee,
To this life of grief and pain,
But we're glad to know in Heaven
Soon we all shall meet again.

PHIEFFER—Conrod
Phieffer was born
January 18, 1848, departed this life, May
1, 1925, aged 77 years, 3 months, 13 days.
His companion preceded him fourteen
years to her heavenly home. There remains
to mourn their loss four daughters, Sr.
Frances Rush of Dayton, Ohio, Sr. John J a cobs, Hagerstown; Sr. Wm. Forney of Waynesboro and Sr. Anna Bovey at home, also
twelve grandchildren.
Funeral services held at New Guilford
church conducted by Bishops John D. Wingert and Jacob Myers. Text: Luke 12:40.
Interment in adjoining cemetery.

XANDER—Jane
Whisler Xander was
the daughter of David and Catherine Coble
Whisler. She was born in Ashland County,
Ohio, July 20th, 1848; departed from this
life April 13th, 1925, aged 76 years, 8
months, and 23 days.
She was one of a family of eight children, five of whom have preceded her in
death. On the 23rd day of December, 1882,
she was united in marriage to Samuel H.
Xander, of Carbon County, Penna. Who
preceded her in death, August 30th, 1916,
at Keller's Church, Bucks Co., Penna. To
this union one child, Melvin P. was born.
She united with the Brethren in Christ

MORNINGSTAR—Bro.
Lewis Morningstar, of Wainfleet, Ont., passed quietly
away, May 15, 1925, aged 82 years.
Bro. Morning star united with the Brethren in Christ Church over forty years ago.
His death was caused by heart failure.
He leaves one son; his wife and one daughter preceding him.
Funeral service was conducted at the
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Morgan Point M. E. church by Bishop John
Sider. Text: Matt. 25:1. Interment in the
Morgan Point cemetery.
GISH—Bro. Benjamin B. Gish was born
October 2, 1839, in Conewago Township,
Dauphin Co., Pa. and died May 7th, 1925,
at the home of his son Joseph Gish near
Mt. Joy, Lancaster Co., Pa., aged 85 years,
7 months and 5 days. He was converted in
his youth and was a member of the Brethren in Christ Church. He suffered of complications for about ten days. His eye sight
failed for many years, but we believe that
now he can see the beauties of heaven in
its fullness. He is survived by his wife and
three sons. Funeral services were held at
the Mt. Pleasant church in charge of Bish.
Henry B. Hoffer, assisted by Bish. Henry
Kreider and Eld. Henry O. Musser. Text:
Rev. 21:4. Interment in the adjoining cemetery.
VICTORY.
When you are forgotten or neglected, or
purposely set at naught ,and you smile inwardly, glorying in the insult or the oversight, because thereby counted worthy to
suffer with Christ—II Cor. 2:14—That is
Victory.
When your good is evil spoken of, when
your wishes are crossed, your taste is offended, your advice disregarded, your opinions ridiculed, and you take it all in patient, loving silence—That is Victory.
When you are content with any food, any
raiment, any climate, any society, any solitude, any interruption by the will of God—
That is Victory.
When you can lovingly and patiently deal
with any order, any irregularity, any unpunctuality, or any annoyance—That is
Victory.
When you never care to refer to yourself in conversation or to record your own
good works, or to itch after commendation,
when you can truly love to be unknown—
That is Victory.
When you can stand face to face with
waste, folly extravagance, spiritual insensibility, and endure it as Jesus endured
it—That is Victory.
When, like, Paul, you can throw all your
suffering on Jesus, thus converting it into
a means of knowing his overcoming grace;
and can say from a surrendered heart,
"most gladly," therefore, do "I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities,, in persecutions, in distresses, for
Christ's sake—II Cor. 12:7-10—That is
Victory.
To love equally as much the grace that
comes through being "instructed how to be
hungry" and to suffer, as you love the faith
required to know how to be "full" and to
abound in health—Phil. 4:12—That is
Victory.
When death and life are both alike to you
through Christ, and to do His perfect will,
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you delight not more in one than the other
—That is Victory.
For, through Him, you may become able
to say, "Christ shall be magnified in my
body, whether it be by life or by death."
Phil. 1:20; I Cor. 15:54.
The perfect victory is "to put on the Lord
Jesus Christ" and thus to triumph over
self. Rom. 13:14.
In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. Rom.
8:37.—Sel.
VICTORY

OVER

SELF.

If you can put yourself aside,
And for the moment just forget
The profit or the touch of pride,
Or e'en the added weight of debt
And for another smooth the way,
You will have lived a glorious day!
If you can give what you may need
Because another needs it more,
And never your advantage heed,
Or count the cost of giving o'er;
That conquest over self shall be
Your greatest earthly victory.
If you can learn to think in terms
Of service rather than of gain,
Can grasp the teaching which affirms
That worldly pomp and pride are vain;
Then you shall find beyond all doubt,
Peace lies within and not without.
If to your neighbors you can be
All you would have them be to you,
Can shut your eyes to self, yet see
How much for them your life can do;
You'll find in many a grateful smile
Proof that your toil has been worth while.

E. A. Guest.

WHAT RESPONSE MAY WE EXPECT FROM OUR CHILDREN IN
DECISION FOR CHRIST?
(Continued from page 7.)
as to attract the young people to him,
and finally to secure on their part a
definite commitment to the Christian
life and to Christian service.
Someone has wisely said that the
creed of a small child usually is; "I
believe in father, mother, and my
Sunday School teacher." A little girl
once asked how she became a Christian replied, "First I came to love my
teacher, then I came to love my
teacher's Bible, then I came to love
my teacher's Saviour." It is impossible to overestimate the importance
of the Sunday School teacher, his
life, character and influence. Children forget the lessons, but do not
forget the teacher. We are commis-
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sioned, each of us, to be bearers of
good news, that is, to be teachers. It
is the teacher's place to launch the
pupil into a life of Christian service.
The hearts of all children are more
tender and more responsive to Jesus' love than those of adults. The
child will accept Christ with a faith
more simple than a grown up person.
It is easier for a child to love than
for an adult, and the child can more
readily learn to love Jesus. They
have not been hardened by sin and
the rejection of Christ.
The child should be led to Christ,
because it is God's will that the child
should be saved. When a boy or girl
is won for Jesus, the future life with
its possibilities belong to Him. Decisions for Christ are natural in the
adolescent period. It has been demonstrated time and again that few who
pass it without making the great decision, enter the Christian service. So
every encouragement should be given
to yield the heart to Christ at that
time.
The great aim of personal work is
to win souls into the kingdom of our
Lord. To accomplish this result, there
is nothing more desirable on the part
of Christian workers than defmiteness of method, and the observance
of what is "Decision Day" has proved
to be an efficient aid in promoting
the growth of the kingdom. Such a
day preceded by careful preparation,
much prayer, and observed in a quiet
reverent spirit may be very helpful,
not only in getting the boys and girls
to give their hearts to Jesus, but in
bringing the pupils, who have already
accepted Him, to a public acknowledgement of the same.
There are two points on which we
should be very cautious in observing
this special day.
1. Do not rely on "Decision Day"
to the exclusion of other efforts.
It is true that "now is the accepted
time" and that God calls always and
every day should be a decision day,
but we wish to stress the importance
of devoting a day, at least once a
year especially to the children and
urge them to accept Christ.
2. Do not make the mistake of feeling that Decision Day is the culmination and end of evangelistic work in

Page Ten

EVANGELICAL

Sunday School. It is rather regarded
as a day of enlistment in the Master's
service, to be followed by careful instruction and training.
We are all agreed that since a
child's reasoning powers are not
fully developed, they are not capable
of making the important decisions intelligently as is the adult. Their
faith is so simple they simply accept
the judgment of those in whom they
have confidence. It follows, then,
that after the child has accepted Jesus Christ, they should have Christian nurture of the most painstaking
and practical kind. Conduct a class
and urge all children who are Christians to attend. This class should be
taught by the pastor or some other
competent person. He should explain to the children all the essential
truths of the Gospel, starting with
the fact and nature of sin and then
turning to God's plan of saving men
from sin. Such questions as: What
is it to be a Christian? How may I
know I am a Christian? How may I
maintain a Christian life?
Why
should I join the church ; and others
of like learning will be answered in
the course of instruction.
Then these young recruits should
be organized at once for service.
Spiritual exercise, we must not forget, is with the children, no less than
with older people, one of the first conditions of spiritual growth.
A Junior Christian Endeavor Society or Children's Bible Study Class
is very good, in which the children
will take part in the scripture readings, prayers and testimonies. We
believe these two methods, will be
very efficient in encouraging the children and making them desirous of
growing up to be strong men and women in the Christian service.
The history of the church proves
that many of those who have been
real pillars in the house of God came
to an acceptance of Christ before the
age of twelve years. So whatever
our individual opinion concerning the
conversion of children, we- repeat the
words of the Master, "Suffer little
children to come unto me and forbid
them not for of such is the kingdom
of heaven."
Gertrude E. Harman,
Abilene, Kans.

VISITOR

Monday, June 8, 1925

ed some name, such as malice, envy,
pride, hatred, and kindred passions:
Was born in the city of Regenera"We have been busy today making
tion, in the parish of Repentance
empty seats in churches," said one.
unto Life; he was educated in the
"Nothing could please me better,"
school of Obedience; he now lives in
answered their king.
the plains of Perseverance, and
"I persuaded one man that he had
works at his trade of Diligence;
a
headache,
and kept him from a sernotwithstanding which he has a large
mon
that
might
have changed his
estate in the country of Christian
whole
life,"
said
one.
Contentment; he many times does
"I induced one good man to slip injobs of self-denial; he wears a plain
to
his store and fix up his books,"
garment of Humility, and has a betsaid
another, with a horrid grin.
ter suit to put on, called the robe of
"Good!"
said the king, "He'll soon
Christ's righteousness; he often
give
up
the
Sabbath altogether."
walks in the valley of Self-abasement
"I
was
able
to get one devoted
and sometimes climbs the hill of
young
man
to
visit
some old friends,"
Spiritual mindedness; he breakfasts
said
another
imp.
every morning on Prayer, and sups
"I worried a good sister about her
every evening on the same; he has
bonnet
until she decided to stay at
meat to eat that the world knows not
home
until
she got a new one," spoke
of, and his drink is the sincere milk of
up
the
imp
labeled pride.
the Word. Thus, happy he lives and
"And
I
made
several women who
happy he dies. Happy is he who has
were
hungry
for
God's word to stay
gospel submission in his will, due
home
to
repine
over
trials. I just
order in his affections, sound peace in
said
to
them,
'Oh,
these
rich people
his conscience, sanctifying grace in
don't
care
for
you
you
can't
wear fine
his heart, a Redeemer's yoke on his
clothes,
so
I
wouldn't
go
where
I was
neck, a crown of glory on his head,
looked
down
upon."
That
way
I
kept
and a vain world under his feet.
many
poor
people
away
whom
the
Happy is the life, and glorious is the
rich
would
have
been
very
glad
to
death of such a man; and the way to
see."
obtain such happiness is, to pray fer"That is one of the best ways to
vently, believe firmly, wait patiently,
cheat
poor people out of heaven that
live holy, die daily, love Christ, and
I
know
of," answered the king with
long for glory.—Sel. by A. B. W.
approval.
"I induced a good many men and
EMPTY SEATS
women to think they were not strong
"Are you going to church this enough to get out," said one called
morning Susie," asked Dr. Clark, "Indifference." Of course, all these
lying back in his easy chair, with the men will be at business to-morrow,
morning paper. "A doctor who is even.if they feel worse. But they
out day and night can't be expected." could not go to church, where they
•"No, I made jelly yesterday, and would have no special mental or phyI'm tired. I'm faithful enough to sical strain. And the ladies would
stay at home this cloudy morning," have been able to go calling or clean
and Mrs. Clark curled up on the couch house, but I made them think they
with the Bible she hadn't opened for couldn't walk to church unless they
a week, but it soon dropped from her were perfectly well.
hand. She was aroused by a strange
"Very good," said the king, with a
voice saying:
sulphurous grin, "Sunday headaches
"Now my good imps, what have might often be cured by getting out
you done today to weaken the king- into the fresh air and backaches forgotten by thoughts driven to higher
dom of God?"
The voice came from a suspicious things. But you lying imps must
looking person seated on a throne of use every weakness of the flesh to
human skulls. Around him was gath- help make empty seats."
ered a crowd of terrible beings, each
They all smiled, for in their kingwith a crown of fire, in which gleam- dom lying was a great compliment.
THE HAPPY MAN.
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"To make ladies think that their
servants need no Sunday privileges is
good," suggested one. "Very true,"
said the superior, "as long as we can
get Christian people to cause or allow men and women to work during
church hours, we can keep women
away from God."
"I'm the weather imp," said one
gloomy fellow. "I go around persuading people it is going to rain, or
it is too cold, or too damp, too hot, to
venture out to church. It is enough
to make even your gloomy majesty
laugh to see these people start out
the next day in wind and weather.
One would think it a sin to carry an
umbrella and wear gum coats to
church."
"Confidentially," said the king,
when I find a Christian who has no
more concern about weather Sunday
than Monday—determined to make
as much effort for spiritual gain as
he would for worldly profit, I just
give him up. It's no use to try to
drag back the man or woman who
goes to church in all kinds of weather."
"I am able to do a good deal with
some of the ladies of the congregation," spoke up the imp labeled" Fashion of this World." "I can make some
people stay at home because the new
hat did not come, or because their
clothes are out of style, or they have
not gotten a new cloak."
"I have a better scheme than
that," said another. "These people
you keep away are indifferent—generally good-for-nothing folk, who are
hardly worth getting into the kingdom of his satanic majesty, but I
haye a plan that empties seats of the
workers in the church."
"That is just what we want," said
the king. "I make these people overwork on Saturdays. For instance, I
induce some good man, the preacher
depends upon, or some devout Sunday School teacher, to make Saturday
the busiest day of the week. I just
keep him rushed with neglected
things till late at night, and then he
' oversleeps or is sick the next day,
and can't get out."
"Splendid plan," cried Satan.
"Yes, it works well with delicate
women. If they clean house, or have
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Saturday company, they can be kept
at home without knowing they have
broken the Sabbath the day before.
A church party late Saturday nights
helps make empty seats."
"You are doing finely, my imps,"
his majesty said warmly—for his
breath was a breath of fire! "Preachers may work and pray over their,
sermons all week, but there will be no
results in preaching to empty seats.
One of the most important things we
have to consider is how to keep people away from church on Sunday.
Your plans are excellent, but I may
suggest another good point. All
preachers have human imperfections
—some fault of manner or speech.
Get a Christian to criticise their pastor, especially before their children;
if you can stir up a spirit of fault
finding against the preacher, or
among the members, it will help
empty seats. People who get mad
at each other do not care to go to
church together. If the seats are
empty, the preacher may be a saint,
and preach like an angel, but to no
purpose. See the result of your labor on High Street church today. Not
only did the 200 people who stayed
at home lose a blessing, but each
empty seat did its work against the
Lord's kingdom. The preacher made
unusual preparation, and went with
his heart on fire, but the empty seats
chilled him, and he did poorly. There
was a special collection, but the best
givers were away, so it was a failure.
It isn't a smart preacher, or a rich
congregation, nor a good location, nor
a paid choir, that makes a church
successful. It is the church members
always being there that draws in the
unconverted, and makes an eloquent
preacher. As soon as a Christian begins to stay at home, from one excuse or another, I have a mortgage
on his soul which, if he does not
shake off, I will foreclose on the judgment day."
"You have none on mine!" cried
Mrs. Clark, who had been listening
with bated breath, "I'll go to church
if only to defeat you."
"What's the matter dear?" asked
the doctor, "have you been dreaming?"
"Perhaps so, but I am going to

church if I get there just in time for
benediction. I'll cheat Satan from this
day out of one empty seat."
She has kept her word, and influenced many others to let nothing trifling keep them from God's house, and
one "down-town" church has. begun
to grow, and will soon be a great
power for God, because of no "empty
seats."—Selected.
THOUGHTS
The happiness of your life depends
upon the quality of your thoughts.
—Aurelius.
There are three kinds of Christians; the bottle Christian; the well
Christian, and the river Christian.—
Word and Work.
When everything looks brightest,
there's liable to be an awful jolt.
When thou art the hammer, knock
thy fill; but when thou art the anvil,
lie thou still.—M. Henry.
If we would go after souls, as we do
after dollars there would be a stir
among us.—C. F. Destine.
There's sometimes a difference between holy people and "Holiness"
people.
I tried to be a skeptic when I was a
young man, but my mother's life was
too much for me.—Cecil.
The Holy Ghost furnishes the
highest degree of knowledge.
Some men seek a clear track by
destroying the signals of conscience.
Prayer is a true wish sent heavenward.—H. Shank.
Lend the devil your ears, and then
he will load you down with lies.—
Prophetic Voice.
A straight Gospel is designed for
crooked people.
God often comes to us but generally we are not in.—Abbe Rowx.
Dancing and card-playing are the
twin diversions with which some
church people shake hands with the
devil.
Christians never see each other
for the last time.—Marie Dorothea
Hot saints are sure to make lukewarm folks mad.—Gipsy Smith.
—Sel. by A. B. W.
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this generous self-indulgence is unintentionally pitted: "A child left to
himself, bringeth his mother to
shame." (Prov. 19:15.)
That reign of shame has come. The
time when fathers tuck their heads
in embarrassment, and mothers blush
under mortification, has come. Few
children are so reared today that
they need no apologizing for.
And the children themselves do not
escape the shame, nor dodge the
blame. In the very nature of the case
sound, solid character could not be
constructed while youngsters stayed
out of the high schools, or the higher
schools, and insisted on entering
business and society. Nor yet if
they did matriculate in colleges and
universities,—only to have "a good
time," spending from one to two
thousand dollars annually to maintain their royal style at the father's
expense, and wasting time as wantonly as they squandered their money.
What more natural than the "jazz"
life that we now are called upon by
"young America" to endure patiently!

to receive an education. The churches
were divided, social lines were revised, politics had to be readjusted, busiRichard W. Lewis, D. D.
ness rebuilt, and the whole life of
From all quarters there comes a the nation underwent some sort of
wail in a minor chord because of the reconstruction. The period of reacmodern home being turned topsy- tion had set in. For years this went
turvy. Everybody knows that the on. The world in which post-bellum
home is basal. So long as it is kept people lived got in a whirl. It would
sound, sane and safe, sweet and hap- eventually settle back to normal. In
py, all is well with the nation. But a time it did.
nation can no more maintain normal
Then came advancement, invenlife with its home-life sick, than can tions, developments, and nation-wide
a man be well with heart trouble.
progress. Riches began to increase,
The situation, then, is as serious and wealth now piled perilously high.
as heart trouble in the nation can Having long been cramped, first in
make it. There are some booster Bris- virgin forest and soil conquest, home
banes, writers who live from the pro- building, establishing b u s i n e s s ,
ducts of their pens, writing to be pop- founding schools, erecting churches,
ular and prosperous, who dare not etc., etc., then by the crash and crush
sound a single note of seeming pessi- of Civil War— sapping the physical
mism, but proclaim constantly the and financial strength of the nation—
prosperity and perpetuity of our civi- when the period of prosperity did
lization, and of our nation. They are come, men, women and children alThe very air is now filled with
professionals. Their business is to lowed themselves to suddenly and
please the public who pay the bills. rapidly react. The effect has been, "sport life." The age has grown frivolous; thought is superficial. AnyBut despite these popular newspaper and still is, startling.
thing heavier than a joke is junked.
syndicate "rooters," the rank and file
In this reaction the home has had
of unprejudiced thinkers know that its full share. It has felt the thrill of Our little children are being brought
the nation is sick at its heart—its better houses, rich furnishings, up on the "funny paper." They are
unwittingly falling into line. The
home-life.
modern conveniences, the easy applinext
generation must of necessity be
Then the imperative question is: cation of electricity to the home mestill
more
shallow.
What has caused this heart disease, chanics, the brace of the automobile,
this upsetting of the nation's home- and the inflation of financial success
All this is not saying that out of
life. ? To offer several answers to this generally. The reaction has resulted 110,000,000 people we have none but
most natural and timely question in relaxation of home discipline. the "sports." Our land is full of
will be the object of this article.
Home government is now far below thinkers—these are our leaders. A
par!
The slogan generally used as a few people in America do the think1. Reaction has figured. We all
pretext
for parental indulgence, both ing for all the rest. We are become
know that reaction always must come
of
themselves
and also of their chil- strong on following. Let some one
after great action. One extreme ever
dren,
has
been:
"We had such a hard set the style, and we go the way prefollows another.. The Civil War detime
when
we
were
coming up that scribed for us. Thus it is we have
moralized the nation and devastated
we
want
to
make
it
easier
for our cigarette fiends by the millions; that
the South in particular. For more
rouge has routed the bloom of youth;
children."
than four years there was civil strife,
followed by many long years of abThere is no real "horse-sense" in that bobbed hair has suddenly burst
normal conditions. During these this false philosophy, yet it sounds into general favor; that the average
years hardships, bitterness, bank- very feasible. On the surface it woman is exposing her physical
ruptcy, interrupted business and dis- seems reasonable; but at its heart charms until modest men are actually
rupted homes painted a black picture lies the deadly poison destined to de- embarrassed; that "joy rides" "get
of American life. Especially in the stroy the old-fashioned home-life of by" without a serious challenge, and
that "jazz" music is "all the rage!"
South young folk had to be educated the nation.
under most trying changing condiThousands of years ago God laid
When one stops to analyze all these
tions, and multitudes of them failed down a definite law against which modern innovations, one finds their
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tendency is to destroy the distinction
between the sexes, and to deaden
man's reverence for woman. Not
only so: it means a blow at the Bible!
In the past woman's modesty and her
long hair have been her crowning
glories. These gone and she is doomed! This is not saying one word
against "bobbed hair." It is, rather,
pleading for the demand that woman
be distinguished from man. God has
seen fit to mark that distinction with
the length of hair, and the contrast
of womanly modesty with manly
strength.
2. The recreations of the day disturb home-life conditions. Three of
these lead in the home-havoc we are
now discussing. The first of the three
is the automobile. This wonderful
modern conveyance is an untold blessing to men, but it is being prostituted
until it has become a curse. Every
bright Sunday the highways are
crammed and crowded, jammed and
packed, with jolly Sabbath breakers.
At night the "joy riders" side-track
the young people from church attendance. Sin, shame and crime breed
easily and quickly in these midnight
rides and raids. The facts as to
"auto" users after the sun goes down
are too ugly for the type!
Many good and innocent people
quietly sit by and see, nothing, hear
nothing, know nothing, say nothing
and do nothing, except to protest
against those who have seen, heard,
found out and then cry out, and to
call these warners of the young, "pessimists," for having pronounced
plainly against the evils of modern
"society." Still these deadly evils are
there. It is no worse for them to be
pointed out than it is for them to actually exist.
3. The riotous rule of Satan. The
Bible tells of the time when the
devil's doom shall come. He knows
about it, and he knows, therefore,
that his time is short! This knowledge arouses his hatred, and fires his
fury, so that he is doing now his
deadliest. All the powers of hell are
centering on the earth. If Satan must
go to the bottomless pit, and be sealed therein, he will make the best
possible use of his remaining short
time.

VISITOR

Thus it easily comes to pass that
Satan centers his attacks on the
home—the foundation of our national
life. Parents are blind-folded; children are surcharged with exactions;
extravagance is called necessity;
keeping up with others is regarded as
imperative; parental conservatism is
ridiculed ridiculously, even unto
death; the sacred is gladly merged into the secular; social life takes precedence over the religious; God is
forgotten; Satan is enthroned, hell is
triumphant! But, thank God, the
devil's triumph can be only for a
short time. His end is near. His
doom is settled and sealed!

Page Thirteen
A PERILOUS PLANK.

"We were on shipboard," related a
captain's wife, "lying in a Southern
harbor. We were obliged, first to
make our way ashore. The waves
were rolling heavily.
I became
frightened at the thought of attempting it, when one came to me, saying,
'Do not be afraid: I will take care of
you.'
"He bore a peculiarly shaped darklantern, only a single ray of light being emitted from a small circular
opening. 'Now,' said he, 'take my
hand; hold fast, do not fear. Do not
look about you, or on either side of
you, only on the little spot lighted by
my lantern, and place your footsteps
firmly right there.'
"I heard the rushing of the waters,
and was still conscious of fear; but
by looking steadily only where the
light fell, and planting my footsteps
just there, not turning either to the
right or to the left, clasping firmly
the strong hand, the danger was
overcome, and the shore reached in
safety.
"The next day my guide said.
'Would you like to see the way by
which you came last night? Then he
showed me where our vessel had been
lying, and the very narrow plank by
which we had reached the shore. He
knew that had I turned either to the
right or left 1 should in all probability, have lost my balance and gone
over into those dark waters; but by
holding fast and treading just where
the light fell, all danger would be
averted."

Only cold facts have been started
herein. Other names might have
been used. In softer, sweeter ways
the truths might have been stated,
but the facts have been frankly
given. Readers may not be prepared
for them. Many may be too ignorant"
of what is now going on to appreciate
plain reports thereof, but, in the fear
of God the testimony has been offered.
Who can now wonder that our
home-life has been perturbed. There
has been ample cause for its upset.
The situation as it exists today calls
for prayer without ceasing; thought
without placating; denunciation without compromising, and action without
apologizing.
Awake! ye parents, open your eyes
wide. Face the facts that confront
your children. Realize their daily
and deadly danger. Lean hard upon
God. He alone can fortify you for
the-fight you face. God and you constitute a majority bound to win the
The believer often comes to some
war against the devil. Victory! Claim
dark
passage, or encounters some
it! On your knees, claim it!—Selectvery
severe
trial, which so overshaded from Pentecostal Herald.
ows the way that he fears to go forward lest he fall. But when he
The will can only be made submis- clasps the hand of his heavenly Fathsive by frequent self-denials, which er, he is led gently over the rough
must keep in subjection its sallies and and dangerous places and landed
inclinations.
Great weakness is safely in some secure spot. The
often produced by indulgences which storms may rage and angry waves
seem of no importance.—M. de Mol- threaten to engulf, but if we keep
inos.
our eyes on Jesus we shall outride
the storms, and have an abundant entrance
into the kingdom of heaven
'He that believeth on van, as the
Scripture hath said, out of his being and eternal rest.
—Selected.
shall flow rivers of living water."

'
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Foreign Missionary Department
"The Fields are White Already to H a r v e s t "
MACHA MISSION, CHOMA
To all the dear readers of the Visitor family, greetings: "I know that
my redeemer liveth" this short sentence came to me just as I sat down
to write and surely we have seen that
he liveth in the last few days; as
some may know, it is the practice of
the church in North Khodesia, to hold
a quarterly love feast, and since the
church is growing this is quite a burden in making preparations for the
meetings, and the thought was given,
it was time for the native church to
start to help in the holding of the
love feasts.
At the last love feast it took about
five bags of corn meal besides meat
and.milk; accordingly we brought it
before the native church if they would
like to have a love feast among the
out schools; the thought was new to
them and there was nothing said in
answer, so we wrote to the teacher of
the largest out school, and ask him if
he would like to have the quarterly
love feast in his village, he took up
the matter with the Christians and
the chief of the village and answered
that they would be glad to have the
love feast, but said their mealies were
yet green and they could not grind
them, but that the boys would hunt
and try to get meat, so the arrangements were made and it was announced that the love feast would be
held at Simaubi school.
This village has the largest church
and the largest membership, that is
forty-three members in one village,
but many of them are away at work.
The time drew near and the church
took the change very kindly, some of
the boys came down and got the love
feast dishes, the food basins and
plates and the foot baths, etc.
The day before we were to start,
one of the mules showed signs of not
being fit to make so hard a trip so
she was left at home and three mules
only were hitched to the large cart

and four oxen in the small cart,
which took David and a crippled
member who could not walk, the
Scotch cart taking the large cooking
pots made from a big ninety gallon
drum cut in two, this making two big
pots for cooking porridge. We had
to cross the river about five miles
from the mission and as the rains had
been excessive, the river was still full
and when we arrived the boys and
girls of the school and many members were already on the other side
waiting for us, and when we arrived they came over and helped to
carry everything across, for the
mules could not pull everything, the
cart being loaded, the water would
come in the cart, and we had to carry
things over so they would not get
wet, while this was being done one
boy was cutting down the bank with
a hoe, and soon we were ready to enter, one boy led the front mule so as
not to miss the channel, and soon we
were in and the wagon was full of
water, but the mules pulled the cart
over where again we loaded up and
went on. The roads, (no there were
none) but the path was soft and
many times we almost were compelled to secure additional help to pull
the cart, but as there were many people behind us if the cart would get
fast in the mud the boys would help
push it out.
Once this happened and soon the
wheels were covered with hands and
the cart was soon out of the mud, we
arrived about 12:00 noon and took a
little food and were ready for service.
There is at this place a number of
huts built for the native tax gatherer, who goes around once a year to
take the tax, and in these huts we
slept, they had been nicely repaired,
and it was very comfortable, many
people were now coming in with their
blankets and mats on their heads
and a number of girls were bringing
stamped flour made from mealies, to
help with the love feast, we gathered

together out under a tree or rather
three trees together as the church
was not large enough for either the
men or the women, but outside under
the trees we had a most impressive
service. It was , our regular prayer
day, the first Friday of the month
and this comes in connection with
the love feast every time, so we meet
on Friday for prayer and on Saturday
there is always the examination of
applicants and council matters and
other things so that the time is well
filled. As there had been twelve baptized just three months ago we had no
baptismal service, the time being given entirely to services; inspiring
messages were given by both natives
and missionaries, in the evening
David preached and there were seven
men came forward for prayer, there
was deep conviction and some time
was spent in prayer, when we believe
some found peace. Some of the services were rather lengthy, and would
not have suited the modern spirit,
much time was given to testimony
and all seemed happy to meet in the
village for a love feast.
When the meeting was over, all
were made to pass thru the church
so as to count the people for we have
to give an account of the people who
attend church services, at the mission for Government records, when
all had passed thru, the counter said
four hundred twenty-two, this was
the largest regular love feast we have
had and surely it seemed to be the
most happy to all concerned.
Upon arriving the teacher said,
"Mufundisi come and see the provisions we have made," well there on a
tree hung meat, meat, meat everywhere, I counted one Ehland (a very
large buck) a Zebra, a duiger (a
small buck) and then soon they killed
an ox yet, and many baskets of flour
meal all was- done and carried out
without my having to help in the
least way, I left all over to the native
church and they did remarkably well,
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only once the food did not get cooked
on time.
Sunday was the time for the commemorative service, as is our custom
here, it is held in the morning, as
soon as we get up, and at this service, there were about one hundred
and four partook, of the emblems of
our Lord.
At the close of the service when
the teacher was given permission to
speak he said, "You know when a
child is small he is not expected to
work, but when he is grown he is
looked upon as a man and is expected to work, today we have been able
to do a little and some day when we
are strong we shall do more."
We left for home about 2:00 P. M.
and arrived home just about sun set,
most of us were tired, but thankful,
having sung most of the way home,
we were ready for a rather early retiral at night.
We are glad for the spirit of revival manifested among our people,
but trust that it may increase; there
are so many away at work among the
farms close by to the extremity of the
continent, two of our boys have gone
south farther, and farther and now
they are in Capetown. Some stay for
a short time only, while others are,
and have been away for several
years. This is great temptation to
them and many fall into sin while
away, and some times those who are
left at home become tempted and fall
into sin as well. We need to pray for
them that they might be kept.
Yours in the Master's service,
J. L. MYERS.
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ruin, II Thess. 2:12; Rev. 21:8.
It is a moral paralysis causing its
victim to stagger and fall.
It prevents from firm and faithful
acting for God. It lies at the root of
all disobedience to God. They who
believe the Word God has spoken
will also obey what He has spoken.
Where obedience is faulty or slow unbelief is lurking about.
Faith is its opposite and gives
courage, and leads to whole hearted,
earnest obedience to God. The reason men lack courage is because they
lack living heart conviction, they
really lack faith. One who believes
will firmly stand for what he is persuaded even tho he meets with much
opposition, Num. 13:31, and must
make sacrifice and even lay down his
life for his faith. Abraham staggered not at the promise of God thru
unbelief, Rom. 4:20, but was strong
in faith giving glory to God. Where
unbelief exists faith cannot work.
The source of unbelief is from an
evil heart, Heb. 3:12. Its effect is
slow of heart to believe, etc., Lu.
24:25, and leads to a hardening condition as to its display, Acts 19:9,
and not inclined to the truth as to its
nature, Jno. 8:45, 46. It is gross sin in
character Jno. 16:9. Unbelief is an evil
that leads to reject Christ, Jno. 16:9,
the Word of God Psa. 106:24, the
Gospel of God, Isa. 53:1; Jno. 12:40,
the evidence of God's power in miracles, Jno. 12:37 and departs from
the Living God, Heb. 3:12 questions
the power of God, II Kings 7:2; Psa.
78:19, 20, doubts the works of God,
Psa. 78:32.

enter into heaven, or abide in a heavenly condition.
Faith is unalterable He that believeth not the Son shall not see life,
Jno. 3:36.
Unbelief renders the benefits of
Christ fruitless
and
ineffectual.
Christ could not work in his own
country and made those unfit to receive benefits from his miracles and
so he withdrew.
Confusion is one of unbelief's children and disables that which would
otherwise be accomplished. An example is given in the son who was
possessed with a devil, the condition
long time existing could not be accomplished because prayer and fasting were neglected. Mk. 9:24. A
weak faith.
Bodily affliction accompanies unbelief in Lu. 1:20, dumbness was inflicted. Unbelief charges all the guilt
of sinners upon themselves. It renders the sufferings of Christ fruitless as to them. The preparation of a
sovereign remedy does not cure, but
the application does. As our sins
were imputed to Christ upon account
of his union with us in nature and
his consent to become our surety; so
his righteousness is meritoriously
imputed unto us, upon our union with
him by a true and living faith. It is
not from any defect of mercy in God
or righteousness in Christ, but for
the obstinate refusal of it, that men
perish in unbelief. The effort of
God's ambassador is often thwarted
by evil speaking and destroys influence and leads to guilt, separation
and condemnation. It is to be shunned like a viper.

UNBELIEF.

The Jews who did not rely on God's
Unbelief separates, Isa. 58:2.
Word but rejected the promises, reUnbelief presents impossible, Mk.
Unbelief impugns or contradicts belled against the precepts and mur- 10:26.
the veracity of God. I John 5:10.
mured against the Providence God
Unbelief sows discord, Pro. 6:19.
It is equal to telling God that he could not enter into the promisUnbelief pulls down, Matt. 26:9.
lies.
ed land but were consumed in the
Unbelief contradicts, Pro. 1:30.
wilderness, Heb. 3:19, and this naIt has many victims.
Unbelief goes back, Num. 14:2;
An unbeliever is one who has im- tion was afterwards rejected by God Neh. 9:17.
bibed its poison and stands in defi- because of their unbelief; they would
Unbelief no use, Lu. 19:21.
ance to the possibility of victory and not accept Christ; not acknowledge
Unbelief, let others, I Thess. 5:6.
is condemned, John 3:18. The wrath Him for the Messiah, Rom. 11:20-23,
Unbelief sleeps, Matt. 24:50.
of God is upon him, Jno. 3:36 and is because of unbelief they were broken
Unbelief mistrusts, Matt. 12:24.
exposed to eternal destruction. Mk. off.
Unbelief loves self, Jno. 12:25.
16:16.
And as the Israelites by reason of
Unbelief complains, Num. 14:2.
Unbelief is an incentive to unright- unbelief were not allowed to enter inUnbelief generates strife, Acts
eous methods and leads to eternal to Canaan so unbelievers shall not, 14:2.

•••
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Unbelief seeks authority, Matt.
21:23.
Unbelief reports evil, Num. 13:32.
Unbelief destroys virtue, II Sam.
13:11.
Unbelief inactive and slow, Ex.
4:10.
Unbelief shuns persecution, Gal.
6:12.
Unbelief covers, Gen. 3:8; Josh.
7:21.
Unbelief skeptical, Ps. 78:19.
Unbelief sees weakness, I Sam.
17:56.
Unbelief avoids cross bearing, Lu.
17:33.
Unbelief seeks company, Gen. 3:12.
Unbelief avoids worship, Heb. 2:3.
Unbelief man favor, Matt. 16:23.
Unbelief against Christ, Matt.
12:30; Num. 13:33.
Unbelief sees giants and grasshoppers, Dan. 5:20.
Unbelief is proud and conceited,
Neh. 9:29.
Faith unites, Ps. 133:1.
Faith presents possible, Matt.
19:26.
Faith one accord, Acts 1:14.
Faith upholds, Matt. 26:13.
Faith reasons, Acts 24:25; Is. 1:18.
Faith finds grace, Gen. 6:8.
Faith well done, Lu. 19:17.
Faith let us I Thess. 5:8.
Faith watches, Lu. 12:36.
Faith repents, Sam. 3:40.
Faith hates self, Rom. 8:25.
Faith gives thanks, Col. 2:7.
Faith rebukes sin, Lu. 11:42.
Faith yields authority, Jno. 15:13.
Faith reports good, I Sam. 17:37.
Faith creates virtue, Lu. 10:42.
Faith active, Ex. 4:31.
Faith glory in persecution, II Cor.
12:10.
Faith uncovers, Josh. 7:19.
Faith exalts "Christ, Jno. 12:32.
Faith sees strength, I Sam. 18:28.
Faith loves crossbearing, Gal. 6:14.
Faith leaves all, Lu. 14:33; Acts
20:24; Mai. 3:16.
Faith seeks worship, Acts 15:25.
Faith God's favor, Matt. 16:23.
Faith unto Christ, Eph. 3:14.
Faith Victory possible, Matt. 9:28.
Faith believes God, Jno. 3:5.
After viewing the above we can by
the grace of God have an unfaltering
faith and victory thru Jesus.
ABRAM H. MARTIN, Mt. Joy, Pa.
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM
(Continued from page 5.)
were fixed on the cross and whose messages never wandered far from the "Fountain of Blood."
"God will preserve Him a church that stands for the
'Old Book' in its entirety; that battles for the Deity of
Jesus Christ in the completeness of that doctrine; that
preaches the Salvation of Blood,—a new birth that is followed by a gracious experience of a conscious relationship
of sonship, of spiritual growth, of Holy Ghost power that
evangelizes the World in the Name of Jesus Christ, driving back false doctrines and stubbornly standing before
every foe that would pull down the Golgotha or lessen the
meaning of our Lord's vicarious atonement, and victorious coming from the tomb."
How refreshing the latter contrasted with the frigid
phases of the Shermerhorn phrases!
Evangelists of Orthodox Christian Fundamentalism
should sift the wheat from the chaff and obnoxious weedseeds and see that only good seed is ready for the sowing. Then go forth sowing in faith insistent, imperative,
for no more harvests come in these days without the
prayer-life tillage and pure seed sowing.
The Supplement: Orthodox Evangelism—
W. E. Bilby.

iinni'ijMrxmTiJinTu t

. ::•- Sggj .:j5j5ggnjjggj555555

Use the E. V. Line
of
Sunday School Helps
Samples Sent on Request

E. V. Publishing House
Nappanee, Indiana

